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m Abstract

The Concept of ‘the Former World and the Later
World’ in Daesoon Thought as Introduced via the
Diagrams of The Comprehensive Mirror of Taegeukdo

Lee Bong-ho
Professor, College of Liberal Arts, Kyonggi University

In The Canonical Scripture (Ji#%), the core scripture of
Daesoon Thought, the Former World and the Later World are
divided into the Era of Mutual Contention and the Era of Mutual
Beneficence. This concept of the Former World and the Later
World appears in diagrams on [—Ching Studies (22! in the text
titled, 7he Comprehensive Mirror of Taegeukdo (KFCE L),

In I-Ching Studies, Anterior Heaven (4:K) and Posterior Heaven
(#4K) are the main concepts in Song Dynasty diagram books on
[—Ching Studies. Among the diagrams of I—Ching Studies, Fuxi’s
Diagram of the Sequence of the Eight Trigrams, Fuxi's Diagram of
the Positions of the Eight Trigrams, Fuxi's Diagram of the
Sequence of the 64 Hexagrams, and Fuxi's Diagram of the
Positions of the 64 Hexagrams correspond to the Anterior Heaven,
and King Wen's Diagram of the Sequence of the Eight Trigrams
and Aing Wen's Diagram of the Fositions of the Eight Trigrams

correspond to Posterior Heaven.
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In The Comprehensive Mirror of Taegeukdo, the diagrams of
[—Ching Studies are reinterpreted according to Daesoon Thought.
The Diagram of the Eight Trigrams of King Wen's Era
corresponds to Aing Wens Diagram of the Eight Trigrams in
I—Ching Studies. This diagram was drawn according to the text in
Chapter Five of the Treatise of Remarks on the Trigrams. This
diagram corresponds to “‘the Era of the Nobility of Earth
(HEIER)” centered on the trigram kun (M / == ground). Fuxi’s
Diagram of the FPositions of the Eight Trigrams in 1—Ching Studies
corresponds to 7he Diagram of the PFositions of the Eight
Trigrams of Fuxi's Era in Daesoon Thought. The most significant
feature of this diagram is that the trigrams assigned to the
directions of north and south match the hexagram indicating the
obstruction of Heaven and Earth. This is hexagram 12 (%),
meaning “obstruction,” and it depicts no exchange or communication
between Yin and Yang. Naturally, this symbolizes mutual destruction
overtaking Yin and Yang. Daesoon Thought expresses this as “the
Era of the Nobility of Heaven (KEZIRHX).” The most significant
feature of 7The Diagram of the Eijght Trigrams of the Corrected
Book of Changes in The Comprehensive Mirror of Taegeukdo is
that the trigrams assigned to the directions of south and north are
indicative of hexagram 11, Peace on Earth and in Heaven (%).
This is a diagram in which mutual destruction is resolved through
the Five Phases because the trigrams for water (¥ / ==) and fire
(#ft / =) are in a corrected orientation. Therefore, this diagram
symbolizes a world “free from Mutual Contention” and ‘the Era of
Human Nobility (ABHFHL).”

According to the contents of 7he Canonical Scripture, the
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Supreme God performed the Reordering Works of the Three
Realms to correct the Mutual Contention of the Former World,
and as a result, the Mutual Contention of the Former World will
give way to the implementation of the Dao of Mutual Beneficence.
The Supreme God’s Reordering Works of the Three Realms have
been completed in the realm of divine beings, but in the Later
World, they appear as an Earthly Paradise where the Dao of
Mutual Beneficence is realized. The diagram depicting the Later
World i1s 7he Diagram of the Eight Trigrams of the Era of the
Corrected Book of Changes in The Comprehensive Mirror of

Taegeukdo.

Keywords: The Comprehensive Mirror of Taegeukdo, the Former World,
the Later World, Mutual Contention, Mutual Beneficence, The
Diagram of the Eight Trigrams of the Era of the Corrected
Book of Changes
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