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ork: Bloomsbury Academic, 2015). p.3.
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of Religion, Vol 2 (Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA, 2005). p.608.

4) John E. Cort, “Image.”, in chief ed. Lindsay Jones, Encyclopedia of Religion,
Vol 14 (Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA, 2005). p.4389.

5) @7|E|e} dgol7t T3, EHE EaloA] ARE-ghtt.

6) o] szo}oq awo] stERe AzkslE). uw\zﬂ o1 AF MEINHER) ELw (i
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m Abstract

A Comparative Study on the Simwudo of
Daesoon Jinrihoe and that of Buddhism

Cha Seon-keun

Professor, Department of Daesoon Studies, Daejin University

Simwudo (F41E]), known as Ox Seeking Pictures, originated in
the 11th—12th century and have consistently played a guiding role
in the teachings of various religions in East Asia. Some Korean
religions that emerged during modern times conveyed their
teachings through depictions of ox seeking or herding. Among
them, Daesoon lJinrthoe stands out as a representative religion.
The belief system of this particular religion elucidates its distinct
doctrine and worldview by reimagining Simwudo, into a new set of
six panels (seven or nine panels in some variations).

The Simwudo of Daesoon Jinrihoe differs from that of
Buddhism, particularly in its treatment of meditation (f&), both in
terms of context and significance. While they share similarities in
the aspect of ox—seeking, the Buddhist Simwudo symbolizes
human nature, whereas the Simwudo of Daesoon Jinrihoe
represents the great Dao of Heaven and Earth propagated by Kang
Jeungsan and brought into completion by Jo Jeongsan. In the

Buddhist context, the subject of the search is the Ox, signifying
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the restoration of a deluded human's pure nature in order to
achieve personal salvation and in some version of Simwudo,
reenter society to perform salvific actions for others. On the
other hand, in the Simwudo of Daesoon Jinrihoe depicts the
process of a human attaining immortality and following the
teachings of Jeungsan and Jeongsan. This culminates in the final
image which is the redemption of the world.

The final phase of the Buddhist Simwudo, depending on the
version, is either enlightenment (personal salvation) or reentering
society to perform salvific actions (as a bodhisattva), whereas the
Simwudo of Daesoon Jinrihoe show the simultaneous achievement
of the perfection of humanity and the redemption of the world.
This distinction highlights the fundamental differences between the
Simwudo of these two distinctly different religious traditions.
These differences arise from the contrasting purposes pursued by

Buddhism and Daesoon Jinrihoe.
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