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m Abstract

A Theoretical Examination of Economy as Viewed
in Confucianist and Daesoon Thought: Focusing
on Similarities

An Yoo-kyoung
Researcher, Youngnam Culture Institute of Kyungpook National University

This paper aims to confirm theoretical similarities and
differences by comparing and considering the economic views of
Neo—Confucianism and Daesoon Thought. Through this, there can
be an examination of what implications traditional thought regarding
economic views can have in today’s social climate, which considers
economic value to be the greatest value. This can also to help
establish a desirable economic view of our society.

In conclusion, it can be observed that economic issues are
viewed in Daesoon Thought similarly to how they were perceived
by Zhu Xi. Which is to say that both place greater relative
importance on morality than material wealth.

These systems of thought appear to place more emphasis on
the spiritual world and moral conduct than on the material world
and its economy. Therefore, when looking at the interpretation of
loyalty and profit, nature and humanity, the heart and humanity,

conscience and selfishness, and other such pairings, there is a
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tendency to focus more on the spiritual world and moral
excellence than on the material world and the pursuit of wealth.
These systems of thought acknowledge that material needs exist;
however, both move to instill values such that human society
pursues moral and spiritual ventures over material gain. Therefore,
the position arrived upon by both is that people’s morality is the
highest good, and when people’s morality is fully realized, all
social problems, including economic problems, will be solved
automatically. This is the theoretical structure and ideological
characteristics that constitutes the economic viewpoints posited in
both Zhu Xi’s Neo—Confucianist thought and Daesoon Thought.

Keywords: Neo-Confucianism, Daesoon Thought, economics, material

wealth, morality
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