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5) 871 - A8, TAteld Eslet Fal: Al FuEEA AlElE SR, TeE
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m Abstract

Online Religious Culture in Korea: Focusing on
Religious Activities and Special Cases of
Religious Expression

Shim Hyoung-june:, Lee Won-sub+x, Oh Joon-hyeok:++, Lee You-nas:

In contemporary society, digital media has become an integral
part of daily life that shapes how people interact with the world
around them. This phenomenon has also influenced religious
activities and practices. Studies on digital religion and religious
practices among digital natives in the Western world have
indicated that traditional religious practices are on the decline.
Instead, more accessible and flexible forms of religious activities
and beliefs are emerging. Given this context, it is important to
investigate whether similar trends are occurring in Korea. This
study aims to explore the religious activities and expressions of
Korean individuals in the online environment. Specifically, the
study focuses on four main areas: (Dthe online religious activities
of established religions such as Protestantism, Buddhism, and

Catholicism; @the online religious activities related to divination
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belief systems such as the Four Pillars of Destiny (FU#% saju) and
Tarot; @ online holy sites and wish comments or chats; and @
popular religious neologisms such as jileumshin (XS a god with
the power to justify consumption) and gatsaeng (ZH[Godl4 one's
best life). Through this review, it can be ascertained that
religious ideas and practices are restricted by the attributes of
digital media. This implies that the emergence of simplistic forms
of religious ideas and activities is associated with the features of

digital media and the consumption of digital content.

Keywords: online religious culture, remote religious activities, online
holy land pilgrimages, holy land memes, wish comments,

religious neologisms
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