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m Abstract

Changes in the Incantations of the Daesoon Faith:
Focusing on Historical Facts

Park Sang-kyu

Senior Researcher, The Asian Institute for Religions

Incantations are reflected in the fundamentals of the Daesoon
faith system and are, thus, key to its understanding. Jeungsan, the
yeonwon (fountainhead, J#E) of the Daesoon faith, created new
incantations or transformed existing ones that had been used in old
religious traditions such as Buddhism and Daoism. However, there
has been no in—depth academic research on Jeungsan's incantations
until now. This study aims to academically clarify the incantatory
archetypes of Jeungsan's incantations based on documents
published until the 1970s. Jeungsan's incantations are then
compared to those of Mugeuk—do (Limitless Dao) in the 1920s
and Taegeuk—do (Great—Ultimate Dao) in the 1950s. Jeongsan's
transformed incantations are analyzed through this process.

Jeongsan reflected the faith system in Jeungsan's incantations
during the period of Mugeuk—do. He transformed the incantations
to achieve his goal and realize his wishes by arranging terms that
referred to himself before the optative words of the incantations.
Jeongsan made several changes to the incantations in the 1950s.
First, the majority of incantations used in Mugeuk—do were



52 |HAAHES H44F | ATER

discarded. This meant making partial changes to the faith system
by reflecting awareness because the corresponding incantations
were no longer necessary as the Degree Number calibrated by
Jeungsan had been realized. Second, Jeongsan organized the
incantations in use and institutionalized their instructions. This
reflected the essential doctrinal system of the Daesoon faith,
namely the completion of the true dharma by Jeongsan.
Considering this doctrine, that is, the Fifty Year Holy Work
(A+TETkK), the true dharma can be presumed to have been
realized before the death of Jeongsan. Accordingly, the
institutionalizing and organizing of the incantations were
indispensable until the mid—to—late 1950s.

Jeongsan, the founder of the Daesoon order, posited himself as
the successor of religious orthodox lineage and as the figure who
would complete the true dharma by realizing the Degree Number
calibrated by Jeungsan. Therefore, Jeongsan interpreted Jeungsan's
incantations to be a rough sketch of the Daesoon faith system
that had been drawn for him in advance by Jeungsan. Accordingly,
Jeongsan transformed Jeungsan's incantations and used them to
realize the Degree Number, which Jeungsan had planned.
Simultaneously, Jeongsan declared that he would fulfill the Degree
Number and establish the true dharma by changing those

incantations.

Keywords: Daesoon Jinrihoe, Mugeuk-do, Jeongsan, incantations,
Jeungsan, Taegeuk-do
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