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A Study on the Evolution of the Ten Subjects
and Their Significance in the Biographies
of Eminent Monks of China

Jung Chun-koo

Researcher, Bacademia

In order to show the achievements of eminent monks who made
great contributions to the spread and establishment of Buddhism in
China, Huijiao (Z) compiled the Gaosengzhuan (Ef2(E,
Bilographies of Eminent Monks) and set up ten subjects, the Shike
(+#}); meaning the ten rules for translating. The ten subjects
served as an important framework for the Gaosengzhuan and its
significance as a general history of Buddhism. This significance
was further confirmed by the Xu—Gaosengzhuan (GE=f@(E The
Continued Biographies of Eminent Monks), the Song—Gaosengzhuan
(REf2E The Song Dynasty Biographies of Eminent Monks), and
the Daming—Gaosengzhuan (KPAE(E1E The Great Ming Dynasty
Biographies of Eminent Monks) which were compiled successively
after the Gaosengzhuan. The ten subjects of the Gaosengzhuan
underwent change in terms of the subject titles and their
meanings in the subsequent versions of the Gaosengzhuan. In the

Xu—Gaosengzhuan, Daoxuan GEE) changed the titles of some
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subjects and added a new subject, and in the Song—Gaosengzhuan,
Zanning (%) gave new meanings to each subject without
changing the ten subjects as they appeared in the earlier
Xu—Gaosengzhuan. In the Daming—Gaosengzhuan, Ruxing (4nfg)
retained three of the subjects but removed seven. This evolution
of formation and meaning in the ten subjects was the result of
the author’s deep recognition and also reflections on major
changes and transitions in Buddhist history.

Edification was emphasized in the Gaosengzhuan, self—discipline
in the Xu—Gaosengzhuan, and wisdom and enlightenment were
stressed in the Song—Gaosengzhuan. Ruxing showed that the
collapse of the ten subjects reflected the decline of Buddhism. The
fact that the ten subjects from each Gaosengzhuan were given
different meanings demonstrates that these authors recognized
Buddhist history differently. Therefore, it can be argued that the
processing of Chinese Buddhist history has been reflected through
each of their lens. But it is necessary to analyze and compare

various aspects of each version of the Gaosengzhuan.

Keywords: Gaosengzhuan, the ten subjects, edification, self-discipline,
wisdom, enlightenment
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