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m Abstract

A Comparative Study of the Theories of Life Posited
by Confucianism and Daesoon Thought

An Yoo-kyoung
Researcher, Youngnam Culture Institute of Kyungpook National University

This paper aims to newly investigate the meaning of life in this
era when various discussions on life and ethical living are
commonly raised by comparing and examining the theories of life
proposed by Confucianism and Daesoon Thought.

Both Confucianism and Daesoon Thought explain the creation of
all things as having been based on the principles of life in heaven
and earth. Specifically, there is the will to live (4% saengeui)
and also divine beings (f#Bd sinmyeong). For this reason,
everything in heaven and earth is created by obtaining the same
principle of life such that it is an equal being with the same
intrinsic value. Here the consciousness of being one body amid all
things as one living thing is established. The consciousness of
being one body forms an organic worldview in which all things are
one. As a result, all things in heaven and earth exist within a
mutual organic relationship, and that makes oneself and others
precious life partners that coexist rather than separate beings.

Nevertheless, both Confucianism and Daesoon Thought define
humans as outstanding beings, set aside for a higher purpose than
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other beings. The excellence of humans is that by constantly
engaging In self reflection and completing tasks through
independent efforts, they thereby achieve the great moral doctrine
of coexistence and symbiosis. In this process, cultivation of
character ({&%& suyang) and cultivation of the Dao ({&i& sudo)
are presented as means to realize one’s nature and establish the
right human image. By realizing nature or humanity through the
cultivation of character and cultivation of the Dao, humans fulfill
their responsibilities and missions by independently participating in
being nourished by Heaven and Earth CK#b{t'E cheonjihwayuk) or
the Reordering Works of Heaven and FEarth (CKRHIAE
cheonjigongsa), both being based in the concept of the three
generative forces of Heaven, Earth, and Humanity (K- #h- A
cheon - ji - in).

In the end, the theories of life posited by Confucianism and
Daesoon Thought are based on a consciousness of being one body.
Both emphasize the characteristics and roles of humans who are
distinguished from other beings and phenomena. At this time,
human characteristics and roles are revealed as the reasons for
which humans have a responsibility and mission take care of all
things. From this point of view, it can be seen that the theoretical
structure of Neo—Confucianism and Daesoon Thought, in regards
to their theories of life, is rather similar.

Keywords: Confucianism, Daesoon Thought, theory of life, the will of
life, divine beings (sinmyeong)
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