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m Abstract

A Study on the Changing Perception of Queen
Mother of the West from the Perspective of
Yin-Yang Theory

Jo Min-hwan
Professor, Academy of East Asian Studies, Sungkyunkwan University

The phenomenon of veneration for Queen Mother of the West
(TRt Chr Xiwangmu Kr@ Seowangmo] is a ‘cultural flow that
has garnered great interest not only in China but also in Korea
for many vyears. To properly understand the cultural trend
regarding the Queen Mother of the West, it is essential to view
the related mythology as it corresponds to East Asian women as
well as the transformation of society’s view of women. In addition
to the outcomes that result from the establishment of a patriarchal
society, the relationship between goddesses and gods gradually
becomes a relationship of discrimination based upon differences.
Accordingly, as women change into objects that are given meaning
rather than subjects that give meaning, the de—sacredization of
the goddess occurs.

This paper focused on the changes in the perception of the
Queen Mother of the West from the view of Yin—Yang theory.

This approach shows a transition process of transforming wherein
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she has morphed into an assistant or spouse of a god as part of a
trend that deemphasizes the divinity of her as a stand—alone
goddess. Yin—Yang theory is the key to understanding culture,
history, and art as well as Chinese philosophy. This key can be
further applied to the theme of women in mythology. What is
particularly noteworthy about the process by which the Queen
Mother of the West was defined as a goddess is that she was
original described as half—human and half—beast and yet by the
time her depictions became fully human and fully woman, she was
described instead as an absolute beauty endowed with great
artistic talent. In this paper, it will be revealed that the perception
of the Queen Mother of the West, as an absolute beauty and
artistic talent, is embedded with the male societal desire for an
image of the feminine as understood via Yin—Yang theory.

Queen Mother of the West as she was depicted in the (Jassic
of Mountains and Seas (\L¥g#& Chn: Shanhaijing Ar: Sanhaegyeong)
had a half—human half—beast form that instilled people with fear
of disasters and punishments from heaven. However, in the Han
Dynasty, her religious significance became that of an object to
ward off evil and attain blessings. By the time of the novel, 7ales
of the Strange (FEI¥Ne# Chn: Zhiguaixiaoshuo A7 Jigoesoseol),
from the Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties, she was
transformed into a goddess in the image of beautiful woman in
charge longevity and immortality. From the perspective of
Yin—Yang theory, the changes in the perception of Queen Mother
of the West was found to contain the following meaning: as an
extension of the establishment of a patriarchal system and

subordinate laws, her new form was made to be pleasing to the
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male gaze and Yin—Yang theory was brought in to support those

changes later.

Keywords: Queen Mother of the West [P T-£}], Yin-Yang Theory,
Classic of Mountains and Seas [ILI###¥], goddess, Female
Immortal
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