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m Abstract

A Re-examination of the Significance of Devotional
Offerings at Daesoon Jinrihoe Temple Complexes

Cha Seon-keun

Professor, Department of Daesoon Studies, Daejin University

This study aims to determine the significance of the devotional
offerings held in Daesoon Jinrihoe Temple Complexes (&5 dojang)
and to interpret their identity.

Firstly, the existing research insists that the significance of
these rituals implies that offerings held by Daesoon Jinrihoe
embody the order’s religious purpose. However, this paper argues
that the purpose of devotional offerings is not limited thereto.
The reason is that the primary sources of Daesoon Jinrihoe
defines the devotional offerings as practiced for purposes of
worship, celebration, commemoration, the expression of gratitude,
the dissemination of information, and to humbly beg pardon from
divine beings. Additionally, the offerings are meant to express the
solid faith of devotees. Considering the various purposes of
practicing devotional offerings, rather than mostly being about
prayer to divine beings, the meaning of the offerings could be
better understood as forms of communication and exchange of

unique ideas and intentions.
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Secondly, in the light of Korea's history of rituals, the
devotional offerings of Daesoon Jinrihoe obviously differ from the
rituals of Confucianism or the ritual for Heaven and Earth (BIE%
hwanguje). Indeed, the rituals of Daesoon Jinrihoe are rather alien
to both of the aforementioned rituals. Accordingly, the identity of
the devotional offerings in Daesoon Jinrihoe do neither succeed to
the religious and cultural tradition of Korea nor transform it. It is
rather the case that Daesoon Jinrihoe's devotional offerings should
be identified as having been newly invented. In this regard, the
devotional offerings of Daesoon Jinrihoe should be understood as
an invented tradition that began in modern times. In other words,

they are ‘invented rituals to Heaven.’
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Heaven, rituals for Heaven and Earth, invented rituals to
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