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m Abstract

Daesoon Jinrihoe’s Geumgangsan Toseong Training
Temple Complex as Appraised through the Hyeonggi
Theory in Fengshui

Shin Young-dae
Professor, Department of Chinese, Jeju Tourism University

This study aims to reveal the overall Fengshui figuration and
geomantic features of Daesoon Jinrihoe's Geumgangsan (Mt.
Geumgang) Toseong Training Temple Complex from the Hyeonggi
(Energy of Form) Theory in Fengshui. This study first looked at
the mountain landscape viewable from the surface, examined the
influence of Qi (Energy) flowing inside it, comprehended the flow
of its wvitality in terms of its strengths and weaknesses, and
gauged the depth of the energy produced from mountain streams
to determine fortune and misfortune. There is a special
significance to this site due to Sangje’s teaching that “---it will be
prosperous with 12,000 Dotonggunja (Dao—empowered Sages),”
and it is also known as a efficacious grounds for cultivation
among ascetics due to it housing the royal mausoleum of Dojeon
(interpreted by some as Maitreya). Concerning this, this study
explores the geomantic symbolism and growth—supporting land of

Geumgangsan Toseong Training Temple Complex as it corresponds



to Fengshui theory, and in keeping with this, the topography and
conditions are likewise examined. The mountain range and its
energy pathways (veins) harmonize with the pure water energy
coming from the East Sea. The mountain terrain of Mount
Geumgang, and the geomantic location, topography, and energy
pathways that influence Daesoon Jinrthoe Geumgangsan Toseong
Training Temple Complex are all explored. The Baekdudaegan
Mountain Range extends through Mount Geumgang to Sinseonbong
Peak, and one range extends to Geumgangsan Toseong Training
Temple Complex whereas the other range extends through
Sangbong Peak down to Misiryeong Valley and Mount Seorak.
Thus, this study demonstrates that Daesoon Jinrihoe has always
strongly considered the relationship between its temple complexes
and their surrounding environment. The order has always selected
locations that exhibit optimal conditions which suit the
construction of sacred spaces. The determinations in this paper
were made through an academic approach that drew upon various
theories of Fengshui while examining Daesoon Jinrihoe's
Geumgangsan Toseong Training Temple Complex. The in—depth
analysis was specifically based on Hyeonggi Fengshui. At the
same time, this study also looked into the surroundings of
Geumgangsan Toseong Training Temple Complex. In particular, the
mountains and flow of nearby bodies of water were
comprehensively examined to show how the surrounding
topography corresponds to the principles of Fengshui. An integral
approach combining all major theories of Fengshui revealed that
Geumgangsan Toseong Training Temple Complex starts from

Sinseonbong Peak, and its energy flows through the main mountain
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range, going through numerous geographical changes of yin and
yang. When the range flows down, the water flows accordingly,
and where the water whirls, the mountains are shaped accordingly.
Eventually, this energy reaches Geumgangsan Toseong Training
Temple Complex. From the organic relationship between mountains
and bodies of water, which can be said to be the essence of the
order of nature, it can be judged that the most prominent
geomantic feature of Geumgangsan Toseong Training Temple
Complex corresponds to traditional theories of Fengshui in that it
forms a configuration wherein optimal water energy supports the
Virtuous Concordance of Yin Yang and harmonizes the Blue Dragon
with the White Tiger.

Key Words: Daesoon Jinrihoe’s Geumgangsan Toseong Training Temple
Complex, Mount Geumgang, Sinseonbong Peak, Mountain
Terrain, Shape, Yongmaek, Haengdo, Vein, Naeryong, Water
energy, Baekhoyeokgwan, Virtuous Concordance of Yin
Yang, Yonghogyohoe
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