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Folk Ideas, Daoist Images, and Daoist Texts
from the Late Joseon Dynasty

Lee Bong-ho
Professor, College of Liberal Arts, Kyonggi University

In the late Joseon Dynasty, ideas in folk religions were closely
related to Daoist themes. There were, for instance, folk ideas centered
on Prophecies of Jeong Gam (EfE3% jeonggamrok) that developed into
‘raising island—armies (JEE#2EsR hado gibyeongseol),” the future
utopian movement known as the ‘South Joseon Faith (FE&REHE(]
namjoseon sinang),” and faith around ‘Maitreya’s Descensionist—Birth
(5@#h T4 mireuk hasaeng).” People aimed to transform their country
based on these ideas. Associated folklore tended to come from
fengshui (/Evk) and books on prophecies and divination (B
docham), and both of these drew heavily upon Daoist concepts.

On the other hand, Daoist texts began being translated as
national projects under King Cheoljong (¥5%), and many more
were translated and published later under King Gojong (&5%). The
nature of these Daoist texts mostly consisted of either morality
books (3EZE seonseo) or precious scrolls (Z% bogeon). The
problem was that these ordinances and the Daoist texts of regents

were among the main causes of civil war during the Qing Dynasty.
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In this regard, the translation of the Daoist texts conducted as
a national project provided a theoretical basis for the people
wishing to foment civil war or transformation. This raises the
question of why King Gojong implemented a Daoist translation
project in his nation.

In an effort to answer this question, this article summarizes the
popular ideas of the late Joseon Dynasty and explains how they
were closely related to Daoism. In addition, this article
summarizes the facts about how Daoism has emerged from a
national crisis but developed a function of protecting the state ($E
%) in Korean history. Further described is the situation under
which Daoism was summoned during the Japanese Invasion of
Joseon (TRRZEEL.

Analysis is provided to show that King Gojong’s intention was
to translate Daoism due to Daoism’s role in protecting the state.
In addition, the relationship between current Daoist rites and
customs in Korea and King Gojong’s dissemination of Daoist oaths

and vouchers is confirmed.

Key Words: folk ideas, Jeonggamrok, Hado Gibyeongseol, the South
Joseon Faith, Maitreya, Seonseo (353), Bogeon (E43)
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