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m Abstract

A Study on the Meaning of ‘Gyoun’ and
Earlier Variations of Chapter One of ‘Gyoun’

in The Canonical Scripture

Ko Nam-sik

Professor, Department of Daesoon Theology, Daejin University

The teachings of Sangje teachings have been spread to humanity
and were provided as basis for building the earthly paradise due to
His having performed the Reordering Works of the Universe
(Cheonjigongsa) for nine years. The work that remains will be
completed year by year following the cosmic program that Sangje
set for the universe.

The chapters titled ‘Gyoun (Progress of the Order)’ in Jeon—gyveong
(The Canonical Scripture) can be summarized into three parts:
Viewing Gyoun, Spreading Gyoun, and Establishing the firm ground of
Gyoun. Viewing Gyoun is seeing how the teachings would be
transmitted from the beginning to end. The work of Gyoun was
established by Sangje and promoted as the teachings of Sangje which
will ultimately unfold into the realization of an earthly paradise.

Spreading Gyoun is performed by disciples who received the
teachings from Sangje and then the successor to whom Sangje
transmitted the religious authority. Since chapter two of Gyoun is
about the hagiography of Doju Jo Jeongsan, it is shown that Doju
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unfolded and developed Sangje’s teachings.

Establishing the firm ground of Gyoun is carried out to enable
practitioners to understand that Dotong—gunja (‘Dao—Empowered
Sages,” Earthly Immortals) will be produced as a result of
Sangje’s Reordering Works of Heaven and Earth and that humans
can perfect themselves through cultivating the Dao.

In conclusion, Gyoun can be summarized as a process that started
during Doju Jo Jeongsan's 50 years (1909~1958) of holy works and
spreading of the teachings. Next, it was continued through the time
of Dojeon who was bestowed with religious authority through Doju’s
last words. Dojeon, like Doju before him, spread the teachings. In
later times, there will be Dotong—gunjas who transmit Sangje’s
teachings to the whole world. Although the above characterizations
are accurate, I compared some verses from Chapter 1 of Progress
of the Order (Gyoun) in 7he Canonical Scripture (Jeon—gyeong) of
Daesoon Jinrihoe to the 6" edition (1965) of Daesoon Jeongyeong, a
key scripture from the earliest strata of Jeungsanist scriptures, and
found that there were a few earlier variations of the same content.
The use of words and sentences were different though in several of
these verses. Also, some of the verses indicated alternative
historical dates (years), and some of the verses from Chapter 1 of
Progress of the Order from 7he Canonical Scripture do not appear
anywhere in the 6" edition of Daesoon Jeong—gveong.

Key words: Gyoun, succession of religious authority, Dotong-gunja,
Dumok (leader of disciples), Sugyoja (disciples who
received the teachings)
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