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A Study on the Possibility of ‘World Religion’
in Daesoon Jinrihoe

Kwon Dong-woo

Professor, Youngsan University of Son Studies

Daesoon Jinrihoe tends to be perceived as a ‘nationalistic
religion’ by both internal members of the religious body and
outside scholars of religious studies. However, the character of
this particular nationalistic religion is rather complex. On top of
emphasizing the special status of the Korean ethnic group while
focusing on nationalism as a nationalistic religion, Daesoon Jinrihoe
futrther asserts an implication of the universality of world religion
aiming to bring relief to humankind and the world. This dynamic
is one of the specificity of nationalistic religion and also the
universality of world religion.

However, this dual logic of specificity and universality is not
characteristic of only Daesoon Jinrthoe. Many religions in the
world have also exhibited duplicity as nationalistic religions and
world religions. And this thesis pays attention to Sectarian Shinto
as it formed in modern Japan. Kyoha Shinto formed when the
modern Japanese government established the national Shinto
system which had a total of 13 sects. Most of them do not only
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call themselves a nationalistic religion, inheriting the ethnic
tradition of Japanese people, but also jump into overseas
missionary work. This started during the Sino—Japanese and
Russo—Japanese Wars. With that in mind, how did the overseas
missionary work of Sectarian Shinto aspire for status as a world
religion while maintaining their identities as nationalistic religions?
Furthermore, how did their movements fare in their efforts to
become world religions?

Thus, this thesis aims to examine the possibility Daesoon
Jinrthoe becoming a world religion through some cases of
Sectarian Shinto that showed the duplicity as nationalistic religions
and world religions. Also, this thesis makes suggestions regarding
the future direction of Daesoon Jinrihoe. As such, this paper aims
to review the new direction of Daesoon Jinrihoe as it stands on
the borderline between being a nationalistic religion and a world
religion. This is done by examining the historical flow of theory
regarding ‘nationalistic religion’ or ‘minjung religion’ which have
long been discussed in Korean society. Also examined 1s the case
of Won Buddhism which likewise aims to simultaneosuly be both a

nationalistic religion in Korea and a world religion abroad.

Key Words: Nationalistic Religion, Minjung Religion, Sectarian Shinto,
World Religion, Won Buddhism, Specificity and Universality
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