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Roh Seung-bok. Professor, Divison of Visual Arts, Daejin University

Abstract: Although it is difficult to define art in a word or to define its
scope, art is generally a general term for an aesthetic product that creatively
expresses a specific object, environment, experience, or memory through
work activities. In this article, the artistic works to be examined are
unmarked graves. Usually, in comparison with other landscapes, unmarked
graves are regarded as objects of disgust that are best externalized.

The historical background and facts surrounding unmarked graves are
clearly recognized by the media and imbued with deeper meaning through
the words of the caretakers who look after these gravesites.

As artistic works, these are essentially ‘landscapes’ that were created
by people who have devoted their lives to caring for unmarked graves.
Since their works were motivated by society as a social product, these
artists seek a better world by objectively and coldly judging the social
situation of their times and finding brightness within something usually
deemed dark. They sublimate this hidden beauty in their artwork. In this
sense, my own works, 2013’s <Johwa (i fE, it fE, siF> 2015’s
<Edge of Landscape>, 2017-2018’s <Body Landscape> and <Remembering
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Landscape> have come to be featured in cemeteries. These works were
based on bringing landscape-harmony to long unclaimed tombs as well as
abandoned tombs.

Artists want to communicate with their intentions to their audience by
directly reflecting it in their works. Furthermore, if the nature itself and
the purpose of the artwork are clear, the viewers can easily maximize
their understanding of the work they are viewing. This paper tries to add
meaning to my works by introducing my portfolio to date and interpreting
in via Daesoon Thought. Therefore, this paper may be considered as an
attempt to interpret the chronological ideology behind my art.

In order to examine the connection between my works and Daesoon
Thought, commentary on the works should be presented first. <Scene of
the Landscape>, are on display in Yeonju Cemetery in Naju, Daegu,
Anseong, Gyeonggi-do, and at the Gamyeon Academy in Ansan,
Gyeonggi-do. In particular, <Remembering Landscape> honors those who
lost their lives in April Third Jeju Uprising of 1948-1949. This work is
subtitled, <Unnamed Monument Remembering Landscape>.

As interpreted through Daesoon Thought, the work (Body Scape) relates
to Virtuous Concordance of Yin and Yang (fF%75%%) for the unmarked
graves in Naju of pauper’s graves. And Sincerity, Respectfulness, and
Faithfulness (7 + %% * 15) correspond with the unmarked graves for the
death-row convicts of Daegu prison house. The unmarked graves related
to the scandal involving Ansan Sungam Academy are honored by the
work titled <Remembering Landscape>. Along with the previously
mentioned ‘Unnamed Monument’ for the Jeju Uprising, <Remembering
Landscape> corresponds to the Resolution of Grievances for Mutual
Beneficence.

Key words: Daesoon Thought, Landscapes, Unmarked Graves, Tombs, Accidents
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