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The Characteristics of ‘Podeok (#/7#2 Spreading Virtue)’
in Daesoon Jinrihoe

Lee Bong-ho*, Park Yong-cheol-+
++ Professor, College of Liberal Arts, Kyonggi University.
#++ Professor, Department of Daesoon Theology, Daejin University.

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to clarify the characteristics of
‘Podeok’ in Daesoon Jinrihoe. The term Podeok can cause some
misunderstanding as the same word Deok (%% virtue) has long been used
in the Eastern Tradition. In other words, for most people who are used to
traditional thought, Podeok may be conflated with the similar word
‘Deok (virtue)’ as used within Confucianism. People who are familiar
with Confucian culture might thereby misunderstand the term Podeok as
an aspect of Confucian moral ethics, or they could misconstrue Daesoon
Jinrihoe as having appropriated and misused Confucian ideas.

Furthermore, there are other problems that could arise if people
compare Daesoon Jinrihoe’s ‘Podeok’ with ‘Deok (virtue)’ as used by
Laozi. While Deok in Laozi’s usage represents the ability of an
individual who can exercise his or her rationality with excellence, Deok
in Daesoon Jinrihoe indicates the idea of actualizing Mutual Beneficence
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and the conditions that enable Mutual Beneficence. If one understands
Deok as used by Laozi to contain the meaning of Mutual Beneficence,
then it is possible to think that the two tradition share a similar meaning
of Deok as Podeok in Daesoon Jinrihoe pursues Mutual Beneficence as
its ultimate value.

In order to preemptively correct these misunderstandings, I need to
clarify how the idea of Deok was born out of traditional thought and
what meanings it embodies. Additionally, it is necessary to examine how
it became meaningful in Confucianism, and how it was criticized and
ascribed new meanings in Laozi’s thought.

Through these clarification, it will become clear that Deok originally
indicated a religious ritual that the king of the Zhou Dynasty performed
after receiving the heavenly mandate and assuming rule over the nation.
Later, this idea was transformed into a moral virtue and norm by
Confucius. This moral virtue and norm was criticized by Laozi as an
unnatural form of control as it was understood by Laozi as a teleological
argument justifying whether or not lives were to be saved or sustained
based on the perceived merits of each individual.

On the contrary, Deok in Daesoon Jinrihoe and traditional thought
stand on a totally different theological bases. Deok in Daesoon Jinrihoe is
a means to practice and realize the truth of the earthly paradise of the
Later World and the truth of Mutual Beneficence which were posited to
the world through Kang Jeungsan’s Works of Haewon (grievance
resolution) that resolved the pattern of mutual conflict that characterized
the Former World. Therefore, the idea of Podeok in Daesoon Jinrihoe
gains completion only on the premises of Haewon Sangsaeng (resolution
of grievances for mutual beneficence) and Boeun Sangsaeng (reciprocation
of favors for mutual beneficence), and the way to practice Podeok is to
practice Haewon Sangsaeng and Boeun Sangsaeng. In addition, the
subordinate virtues such as loyalty, filial piety, and faithfulness that exist
within Daesoon Jinrihoe’s religious practice are not same as those of



traditional thought. They are new concepts of virtues drawn from the
cosmological laws of Daesoon Jinrihoe. To be specific, the virtues of
Daesoon Jinrihoe are not rules that create discrimination and mutual
conflict, but are instead ethical rules established upon the basis of Heaven
and Earth having been newly organized, and thus, they will bring virtuous
concordance, harmonious union, and mutual beneficence.

The idea of ‘Podeok’ in Daesoon Jinrihoe can be understood as a
religious practice that requires doctrinal understanding and tangible practice
in daily life of followers. In other words, it is not the same Deok of
earlier traditional thought in East Asia, but is instead a religious truth by
which practitioners realize the truth of Sangje’s Works of Haewon in
human world as they practice Haewon Sangsaeng and Boeun Sangsaeng.

Key words: Podeok, Deok, Haewon, Boeun, Sangsaeng
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