i =Alab =S, HM29%! (2017), pp.241~278
https://doi.org/10.25050/jdaos.2017.29.0.241

Ao B Q] FRLF

Anti-religious Movements in Contemporary Korea

Kang Donku. Professor, The Academy of Korean Studies.

Abstract: This study aims to classify broadscale anti-religious movements
in Korea based on critical public sentiment and analyze the meanings of
these movements. To carry out the research, global religious changes that
have occurred in modern times were closely looked into first. The world
religions have had an influence on the world’s religious awareness. As a
result, they intend to acquire universality on their own individual grounds
while keeping consistency with the past. This phenomenon used to appear
to retain the identity, recreate tradition, transform itself to fit in the
present times, pursue innovation, or even become overshadowed by other
forms of thought such as when religions have collided with nationalism.
How does Korean society perceive the changes that emerged in world
religions? In general, the circumstances that Korea faces in this era tend
to manifest themselves via the Internet, multimedia, and Youtube wherein
they sound off on religion and this includes criticism of Christianity,
demand for reformation, attack on minor religions, pro-reform academic
circles and media, and the propagation of anti-theism. Criticism of religion
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is interpreted as an anti-religious movement. The secularism and anti-
theism brought up by some Western scholars and critical theories of religion
from scientific or historical perspectives are being spread through bookstores.
Christianity is prone to reflecting on itself and trying to emphasizing a meta-
religious spirituality. This in short, characterizes anti-religious movements in
Korea.

Indeed, criticism against particular religions has also emerged in the past.
However, anti-religious movements that have recently come into existence in
Korea are in some regards unprecedented when compared to that of the past
in terms of their patterns and context. Especially, the active anti-Christianity
movement in general is definitely a new phenomenon. This research mainly
focused on Christianity, but on-going anti-religious movements will be a major
topic for further research that aims to understand the religious changes unfolding
in Korea.

Key words: Religious change, religious criticism, secular-humanist movements,
the Reformation, irreligiousity, anti-theism, atheism, the theory of
evolution, religious authority/power
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