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A Study on the Differences between Jinmuk Tales in
Buddhism and Daesoon Thought

Lee Byung-wook. Lecturer, Department of Philosophy, Korea University.

Abstract: In this paper, I will compare the Jinmuk tales from Korean Buddhism
and those which appear in Daesoon Thought. Specifically, I will compare the
Jinmuk tales from the Jinmukjosayujeokko (RZENIIFMERTI, A Study on the
Remains of Patriarch Jinmuk) and those from the Jeongyeong (JI55), and then
study the differences between the two sources. In chapter two, I approach

Jinnuk’s thought as conveyed in the Jinmukjosayujeokko by examining four
points. The first point is that Jinmuk is a transformation-body (an incarnation)
of Sakyamuni (¥#1742/¢) Buddha. In the preface of the Jinmukjosayujeokko,
Choui (Mi£) says that Jinmuk is a transformation-body of Sakyanumni Buddha.
The second point is the spirit of unobstructed action ({i&#¢{7), the third
point is the spirit of the fundamental congruence between meditative and
doctrinal approaches (i#%—3%), and the fourth is the spirit of the fundamental
congruence between Confucianism and Buddhism (f#f—5%). In chapter three,
I study on the viewpoints which can be derived from Jinmuk tales in
Daesoon Thought, and compare the Jinmuk tales from the Jinnukjosayujeokko
and the Jeongyeong. The Jinmuk tales from the Jeongyeong can be characterized
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by the Daesoon concepts ‘Cheonji Gongsa (KA, The Reordering Works
of Heaven and Earth)’ and ‘Haewon Sangsang (f#%#1’L;, The Resolution of
Grievances for Mutual Beneficience)’. This is the key difference between
the Jinmuk tales from Korean Buddhism and those from Daesoon Thought.
If I compare the common subject matter of the Jinmuk tales in the Jinmukjosa
yujeokko and the Jeongyeong, the Jinmuk tales from these two sources
likewise contain differences. Why do these differences occur? I will explain
these differences based on Mircea Eliade’s approach to mythology. Eliadian
theory posits that myths contain the desires of those who deliver the myths.
If T explain the difference between the Jinmuk tales in the Jinmukjosayujeokko
and the Jeongyeong based on Eliade’s theory, Buddhism has Jinmuk tales
composed to reflect Buddhist values, whereas Daesoon Thought has Jinmuk
tales composed to reflect the values of Daesoon Thought. As Korean Buddhism
and Daesoon Thought promote different values, they thereby have different
Jinmuk tales.

Key words: The Jinnukjosayujeokko, The Jeongyeong, Eliadian Theory, Jinmuk
as a Transformation-body of Sakyanmuni Buddha, Values
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