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The Meaning of ‘Maitreya(3##h)’ in "Jeon-gyeong;

Lee, Bong-Ho. Professor, College of Liberal Arts in Kyonggi University.

Abstract: The aim of this study is to explain characteristics of Maitreya
and Maitreya belief from a point of view that ‘Jeungsan is the very
Maitreya(¥hILIENS#EEN). In TJeon-gyeongs, Maitreya is mentioned several
times. Thus, new religions of Jeungsan of Daesoonjinrihoe take ‘Jeungsan
is the very Maitreya’ belief for truth.

Due to the fact that characteristics of Maitreya are so multi-layered and
complicated, it is necessary to explain clearly what kind of feature
Maitreya has in "Jeon-gyeongs. If believing and following ‘Jeungsan is
the very Maitreya’ without clarifying it, they will be faced with a
problem that they regard Jeungsan of Supreme being of the Ninth Heaven
as one of Maitreya and take its belief for truth. Furthermore, with respect
to the characteristics of ‘Jeungsan is the very Maitreya’ belief, while
believing in Mireukasaeng, longed-for Millenarian movement by people
through Messianism and Mireukasaeng belief is found in Daesoon
Thought, whereas there is a need how to understand the point that we
cannot finped Messianism and Millenarian movement in Daesoon Thought.

To solve this problem, I draw a conclusion that ‘Jeungsan is the very

* 47| Eal W45, E-mail: jirisanin@hanmail.net
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Maitreya’ in "Jeon-gyeong; has to be understood with two meanings by
four demonstrations. First of all, the people perceived late Joseon dynasty
as the age of decadence but Maitreya’s divinity which is desired by the
people is not divinity of Maitreya Sutra(Mileuggyeong). Maitreya’s divinity
is reflected in the people’s cherished desire and it is newly created as the
Messiah. Thus, the idea of Jeungsan being the very Maitreya was
developed in a way that the people desired the Messiah, encompassing
this inclination. That is the Messiah of the people and the divinity of
Jeungsan.

Although Jeungsan as Supreme being of the Ninth Heaven satisfied the
people’s desire, it shows a different way to salvation from the way in
Maitreya Sutra(Mileuggyeong). It is ‘the Great Reordering of the Universe’
and ‘the Great Reordering of the Three Realms’. Reordering in Jeungsan
shows that divinity of Jeungsan is not limited to the people’s Messiah.

In other words, divinity of Jeungsan is established as The Messiah,
surpassing divinity of Maitreya Sutra(Mileuggyeong). And following statements
prove this divinity of Jeungsan. Jeungsan’s emphasis is not only the people’s
desire and the Gods’ appeal. Jeungsan’s emphasis is that only does Supreme
being of the Ninth Heaven correct heaven and earth, which is the Gods’
appeal. Therefore, ‘Jeungsan is the very Maitreya’ belief embraces the
people’s Messianism and at the same time it runs with he Gods’ appeal.
Thus, Reordering through the Great Reordering of the Universe and the Great
Reordering of the Three Realms builds up a new ideal world.

Key word: Jeungsan, Maitreya, Jeungsan is the very Maitreya, Messianism,
The millennium
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