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=Abstract=

An Interpretation of Jeungsan's Haewon(f#%)
Thought in Film
- Focusing on 7he Way of Peace (1984) -

Shin Ahn

Pai Chai University

This paper deals with the artistic expression of religious thought
in terms of the uniqueness of different images and creativity. The
relationship between religion and art is complicated but popular in
modern society. Film becomes the icon of modern culture to
enhance the knowledge of religious traditions. Among many Korean
religious films, Kang Daejin's work, The Way of Peace (1984)
contains the life and thought of Kang Jeungsan(1871-1909), the
highest god of Daesoonjinrihoe.

First, the film, The Way of Peace, pays attention to the legitimacy
of succession from Kang Jeungsan to Cho Jeongsan(1895-1958).
Korea was beset with trouble both at home and abroad. China,
Japan, Russia, and the US had the colonial desire to conquer
the lands of Korea and to explore natural resources. Though
the people of Eastern Learning(F&) protested government and
Japanese colonialists, Jeungsan applied the principle of non-violence
to the world. In order to save all the living beings of the world, he
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reordered the universe and renewed the harmonic relationship of
human beings and their spirit.

Second, The Way of Peace proposed the soteriology of peace and
change to audience regardless of seekersG&A) or not. Jeungsan
transformed the closed society to the open society, changed
divided religions to the transcendent truthGé). He empowered
the marginalized people such as women, the lowly, the elderly,
and the sick, who were oppressed in the Confucian society. And
he redeemed the people from the disease by healing all diseases
and correcting disorders.

In conclusion, The Way of Peace is a good resource of religious
education by which we can overcome the religious illiteracy. The
knowledge of new religious movements and Daesoonjinrihoe is
necessary for us to understand the diversity of human nature. In
the near future, the new images of Jeungsan should be created

through multi-media and cultural contents for the new generation.

Key words : Religious Film, The Way of Peace(1984), Jeungsan,
Haewon(resolution of grievance), Religious Education,

Epoche, Empathy
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