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there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish
ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are
a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous
signs you are doing if God were not with him." In reply Jesus declared, "I
tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born
again." "How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely
he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!" Jesus
answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless
he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit
gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be
born again.'" The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you
cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone
born of the Spirit." John 3. 1-8, New International.
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»Abstract=

The Nationalistic Charaters of Daesoon Thoughts
through Pak Eun Sik's National Religion Theory

Hyon-Woo Kim

Sungkyunkwan University

There are many modern elements in religions appeared in the
early Korean modern era. From the nationalism perspective, most
religions had tendencies toward anti-feudalism and anti—foreign
power. Pak Eun Sik(kM#h#H) emphasized the importance to explain
those religions as the National Religion in his writing <Korea
Painful History(i#Edis)>. That is, he realized those as one of
Korean spirits or souls keeping Korean identities like the Jew's
Judaism or the Turk's Islam. In the paper, I try to analyze
religions on Kang Jeung San(ZhIL) with Daesoonjinri-hoe as the
central figure from Pak's perspective.

In the early Korean modern era when Kang went his own the
Savior way, Korea and its society got into uncontrollable confusion
because of strong demands both of a feudal-state breaking and
against pillaging foreign—power especially Japan. For all countries
of the world, it is difficult to change from a feudal state into the
modern nation state to keep existing society order. Because the

reformation under old social systems means the incomplete
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reformation. So in this era new religions showed the neglected
class of people the vision of new society.

Meanwhile Korean society try to become a modern state, and
now became a recognized modern state in international society.
But it is still insufficient to debate on groups and their roles for
Korea modernity in that time especially new religions. Since
Korea independence, new religions including Daesoonjinrihoe have
not receive good reviews because of a certain religion group
expansion and the government's regulation and control toward new
religions. Till today, I think, Independence Movement as well as
reform of modern awareness have not relatively receive reasonable
reviews. So I hope to serve as a momentum that in early Korea

modern era new religions receive reasonable and positive reviews.

Keyword : Daesoon thoughts, Chungsan Kang, nationalism,

Korea new religion, Pak Eun Sik, national religion
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