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The structure of the Japanese religious mind

: Some observations taken from research surveys
on the religious attitudes of college students
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{ Abstract )

Various social surveys conducted by mass media and government agencies in

recent years in Japan suggest that the percentage of those who believe in religion
are between twenty and thirty percent.

However, more than seventy percent of Japanese visit Shinto shrines or
Buddhist temples during the New year period. Although there are varying
interpretations on whether Japanese people are religious or not, detailed research
shows the existence of certain religious tendencies among Japanese.

I base my estimates on research surveys of college students covering a period
of almost ten years. It is helpful for understanding the religiosity of the Japanese
to differentiate between “clear—cut religion” and “peripheral religious phenomena.”
The exact boundary between these two categories, however, is difficult to clearly
demarcate. “Clear—cut religion” refers here phenomena which are directly related
to established religious organizations such as shrine Shinto, Buddhist sects, or
Christianity. “Peripheral religious phenomena” covers such phenomena as fortune
telling, mystical phenomena, religious customs and similar matters. It is often said
that the younger generations are less concerned with religion. Our seven surveys
questioning several thousand college students, conducted between 1995 and 2001,
show that only between six and seven percent of the students state that they
believe in religion. Additionally, the extent of negative attitudes toward religion
quite remarkable. On the other hand, students who take part in conventional ritual
such as a New year's visit to a shrine or temple and visiting the graves of
ancestors amount to about fifty percentage. In spite of the prevailing negative
attitude toward religious groups, these students have apparently kept a certain
level of interest in religious customs.

Moreover, they show a relatively strong interest in fortune telling, muystical
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phenomena, or supernatural phenomena. The exact degree of a positive attitude
toward peripheral religious phenomena differs according to the level of being
informed on these matters. As a whole, they largely rely on information gained
from their families and local communities. Therefore, we can conclude that there

is a degree of transmission of religious culture among younger generations.

¥ Key words: Aum  Shinrikyo, fortune telling, contemporary religion, religious
consciousness, information society, Nostradamus
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TP AR BALAY-SY | 214 % | 164 % | 259 % | 22.6 % | 20.3 %
e & 118 % | 128 % | 11.0% | 133 % | 105 %
e Al 11.5 % 85 % | 142 % | 116 % | 11.3 %
21ALe] ZhEA) (it ) 5.8 % 6.9 % 4.9 % 5.8 % 5.9 %
71eke] S 7HFA A 0. 2) 3.3 % 4.3 % 2.3 % 5.1 % 1.6 %
(E 2) Ao d& o vE (G4 2F)

o173 g
HAolel o3 4, B 13.6 % 4.6 %
ARss A A3 2A 29.7 % 10.8 %
(E 3ay Fo| & &=A ¢t =4 (FA)
o173 w4
++ 11.1 % 6.2 %
+ 66.1 % 45.2 %
- 175 % 35.7 %
(E 3by Heo] zr #+=R ¢ %7 (A=)
o] w4

++ 7.2 % 4.2 %
+ 61.6 % 39.0 %
- 27.8 % 46.1 %
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